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“Being an Anglican Today”
A Talk for Espace Culturel Protestant of Reims at

The International Study Centre, Canterbury Cathedral

23 September 2009

Bonsoir Mesdames et Messieurs. 

Je vous remercie de m'avoir invité à m'adresser à votre réunion sur le thème "Etre un anglicane aujourd'hui". 

J'espère que je serai en mesure de vous donner un aperçu de ce sujet 
de mon point de vue 
en tant que prêtre de paroisse dans la ville de Canterbury. 

Et qui est la limite de mes capacités en français ...
Tempting to make this a very short talk: “being an Anglican today is the same as it always was and the same as it always will be: difficult. In the name of the Father, and of the Son.…”

1. National
a. Establishment: no 1905 “Law of the Separation of Church and State” in England!
i. Political

1. The Crown in Parliament as Supreme Governor of the Church of England

2. The role of Bishops in the Legislature (four by right, 22 by seniority)

3. The Law-originating role of the General Synod

[NUMBERS 1 SLIDE]

ii. Cultural

1. The role of the Church in national events

2. The role of the Bishops as national teachers / advisors / admonishers

3. The role of the Church in the “National Consciousness”
a. Eg, Monday’s memorial service for Bobby Robson, held at Durham Cathedral

b. Services of Thanksgiving at times of great national events (war, peace, royal marriages, important funerals)

b. Anti-establishment

i. Political

1. Moves to reform the House of Lords: Bishops an easy target

2. Moves to reform charity laws: do religious charities have an agreed public, secular, function?

3. Easy scapegoater to define political position: I am opposed to the Church, therefore I am a progressive radical / thoughtful conservative (attacked by Guardian and the Daily Mail from opposite angles)

ii. Cultural

1. Laïcité in England is a subtle, and ill-defined phenomenon, expressed by anti-clericalism, expressed in terms of gentle ridicule

a. Derek Nimmo et al

b. Trendy clergyman in guitar worship shock.

[JAM & JERUSALEM SLIDES]

2. So-called “Enlightenment Rationalism”
a. Concentration of the media in London: monocultural bien-pensants: “no reasonable person could ever be a church goer”
… Religion can often be immoral, too. Elsewhere in the world, religious fundamentalists and fanatics incarcerate women, mutilate genitals, amputate hands, murder, bomb and terrorise in the name of their faith. It is a mistake to think that our own milk-and-water clerics would never conceive of doing likewise; it is not long in historical terms since Christian priests were burning people at the stake if they did not believe that wine turns to blood when a priest prays over it or — more to the present point — since they were whipping people and slitting their noses and ears for having sex outside marriage…

“Don’t leave morals to the madmen”, A C Grayling The Guardian Wednesday March 22, 2000

3. Fall out from Roman Catholic sexual abuse scandals: “Vicar in dirty love-nest romp” (English sexual prurience

4. All originating in the church’s inadequate response to the industrialisation of England, and the lingering imposition of tithes in rural areas

2. Local (parish level)

a. Importance of the Parish

i. All England is divided into parishes (extra parochial exceptions)

ii. Former legal, social and political implications, now purely “religious”

iii. Every person has the right to avail themselves of the ministry of their parish church, notwithstanding

1. Religion

2. Marital status

3. Cultural 

iv. => expectations (remaining) that the parish church will be there and provide:
[NUMBERS (2)]

1. Rites of Passage

a. Baptisms

i. No social requirement to be baptised (cf Scandinavian societies)

ii. Rise of the “Primary” rite of passage, because of the decline of 

b. Marriage

i. 270,000 UK weddings in 2007 (-2.7% from 2006 and all-time high of 480,285 in 1972). More civil weddings than religious weddings since 1992: 67% civil in 2007, 24% in Church of England (+Wales)
ii. Civil Partnerships 2004

iii. Weight of State Legislation

iv. Immigration

c. Funerals

i. 194,300 funerals conducted by Church of England Clergy in 2007 (aopt: 504,052 total deaths)
ii. Growth of “pick and mix” rituals

iii. Strongest expression of folk religion in UK today

b. “Social Cohesion”

i. Expected role to be played by government (“Leaders of faith communities” v often code for Muslim immigrants), VERSUS

ii. Inherited antipathy towards what the Church represents: eg The Guardian yesterday
"I haven't got a clue about religion, it's not my thing," said Danny Edwards, an unemployed builder from Edmonton. "Load of rubbish."

Did he think the Church of England was too middle-class for its own good?

"How would I know? They can come and hand out leaflets here all they want, they are never, never, never going to get me into a church."

Colin Fox, clasping a loaf of sliced white bread and a carton of milk, said the church probably was a bit too middle-class, but he was most concerned about the "hypocrites" who took all the parking spaces in his street when there was a service at his local church.

iii. Identity with a Church Building

1. “Friends” organizations

2. “Friends of Friendless Churches”

3. Simon Jenkins England’s Thousand Best Churches from a man who describes himself as an atheist. Appeal for Canterbury Cathedral, launched by Roy Hattersley (an atheist). Frequent lectures on church history given in this cathedral by David Starkey, an atheist, but “an Anglican atheist”
.
3. The Culture of the Church of England
a. Episcopal

i. But anti-bishop ([Sydney Smith]:  SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1“I must believe in the Apostolic succession, there being no other way of accounting for the descent of the Bishop of Exeter from Judas Iscariot.”)
b. Educated Rowan Williams
i. But anti-learning (theology = academic = pointless wrangling over pointless subjects)
c. Historical (in sense of being liturgical, creedal, and (mostly) orthodox)
i. But anti-confessional (Sidney Evans, glad to sing the Creed)
The British churchman goes to church as he goes to the bathroom, with the minimum of fuss and no explanation if he can help it.

Ronald Blythe The Age of Illusion: England in the Twenties and Thirties, 1919-1940, (1963)
d. ( The Broad Church, 

i. despised for being both broad and a church
4. The Empty Plinth of Trafalgar Square

a. Mark Wallinger’s statue Ecce Homo in 1999
i. ”You couldn’t put your faith in someone like that, he’s as weak as a kitten”. 
ii. “His smallness just shows what little meaning Christianity has in the world today. He’s a typically broken, lily-livered, Anglican Jesus.”

The challenge of living and ministering in and to a country with these preconceptions of what constitutes Christianity, the Church, Christian discipleship and the Kingdom of God. The consequences of the decisions the Church of England made in the 1600 years of its existence.

Our penance and our vocation.

� “I may be an atheist but I’m an Anglican atheist. I would deeply regret disestablishment. Disestablishment of the Church of England which would inevitably follow from having a Catholic heir or Catholic monarch would do an enormous damage to what’s left of the historic fabric of England.” David Starkey, interview Channel 4 television, 27 March 2009


� Fiachra Gibbons, ‘Behold Jesus, just another ordinary bloke’, The Guardian, 22 July 1999, p. 1. Available online from <�HYPERLINK "http://www.guardian.co.uk/religion/Story/0,2763,205091,00.html"�www.guardian.co.uk/religion/Story/0,2763,205091,00.html�> (accessed 6 April 2008).





